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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0653 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT IZ 

SUBJECT: IRAQI MILITARY OFFENSIVE AGAINST KURDISH INSURGENTS 
REF: BAGHDAD 613 

USUALLY RELIABLE USINT SOURCE RECENTLY HAD LENGTHY 
CONVERSATION WITH IRAQI ARMY OFFICERS WHO ARE ON LEAVE 
FROM MILIATRY OPERATION IN NORTHERN IRAQ. OFFICERS 
STATED THAT MAJOR CLASH WITH KURDISH INSURGENTS HAD 
TAKEN PLACE MARCH 28 AND 29. REMAINING INSURGENTS WERE 
NOW CORNERED NEAR ROST. IN MOUNTAINS BETWEEN THE BARB AZIN 
AND SHINAK PASSES NEAR THE IRANIAN BORDER. DURING THE 
CLASH, THREE OFFICERS AND 48 GOVERNMENT SOLDIERS WERE 
KILLED OR SERIOUSLY WOUNDED. THE LEVEL OF KURDISH 
CASUALTIES WAS SEVERAL TIMES THE GOVERNMENT FIGURE, 

AND KURDS HAVE BEEN SURRENDERING AT A RATE OF 10 TO 150 
PER DAY. INTERROGATION OF CAPTURED KURDS SHOWS THAT 
THEY ARE UNDERPAID OR HAVE NOT BEEN PAID FOR MONTHS, 
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THAT THEY OBTAIN THEIR FOOD FROM LOOTING, THAT THEY HAVE 
LIMITED SUPPLIES OF SMALL ARMS AND AUMMUNITION AND THAT 
THEY HAVE NO HEAVY WEAPONS AT ALL. AFTER LEARNING THAT 
THE KURDS LACKED HEAVY WEAPONS, GOVERNMENT FORCES BEGAN 
EMPLOYING HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS. 

2. THE OFFICERS WHO SPOKE TO OUR SOURCE STATED THAT 
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IRAQI AUTHORITIES ARE NOW CONVINCED THAT NO GOVERNMENT, 
INCLUDING SYRIA, IS BEHIND THE INSURGENTS. TURKISH 
BORDER CONTINUES TO BE QUIET WITH A 15 KM. FREEFIRE 
AREA HAVING BEEN ESTABLISHED ON EACH SIDE OF THE LINE. 

THE IRANIAN BORDER IS ALSO QUIET, AND IRANIAN AUTHORITIES 
ARE COOPERATING BY REMOVING IRANIAN KURDS FROM VILLAGES 
NEAR THE BORDER. THE SYRIAN BORDER PRESENT NO 
PROBLEM EXCEPT FOR A SHORT STRIP OF MOUNTAINS NEAR 
FAYSH KHABUR, WHERE GOI TROOPS ARE NOW TRYING TO 
ESTABLISH CONTROL. 

3. DURING THE COURSE OF THIS CAMPAIGN, THE OFFICERS 

SAID, THE ARMY HAS BEEN ENTERING AREAS WHERE GOI OFFICIALS 
HAVE NOT BEEN SEEN FOR DECADES. THEY ARE SUPPORTED BY 
A CRASH ROAD BUILDING PROGRAM IN WHICH 50 PERCENT OF ALL 
ROAD BUILDING EQUIPMENT IN THE COUNTRY IS PRESENTLY IN 
THE NORTH. THEY ANTICIPATE FULL PACIFICATION BY JULY. 

4. SOURCE ALSO SAID THAT ALMOST ALL OF THE KURDS RESETTLED 
IN SOUTHERN IRAQ HAVE NOW BEEN GIVEN THE OPTION OF 
RETURNING NORTH, AND MANY HAVE ELECTED TO DO SO. ONLY 

A FEW, WHO WERE CONSIDERED "REBEL LEADERS", HAVE BEEN 
BARRED FROM RETURNING. 

WILEY 
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